LOFT MAKEOVER

SOLUTIONS 2

Living flow

® The kitchen space works as a fulcrum around
which traffic passes, and the left and right
wings can function as independent entities.
This means that house guests don't invade
privacy, and that clients never have to enter
the inner sanctum of Toby’s bedroom.

* By keeping furniture to a minimum, Toby
has maximised his space. The plush blue-
grey sofas are inviting without diminishing
the whittled-down aesthetic.

* Furniture is used to create ‘separate’
places within the open-plan space. A pair
of black-vinyl and chrome chairs salvaged
from the old DF Malan Airport demarcate
a conversation area, for example.

¢ A large wooden sliding door affords the
option of closing off the bedroom without
compromising the space.
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® Well-conceived loft spaces are generally
quite forgiving but when decorating, try to
avoid complete lounge and bedroom suites
as they tend to gang up on the architecture.
My other rule to live by when decorating

a loft space is don't bring truckloads of
personal stuff from a previous home that
was not a loft. You wouldn’'t wear somebody
else’s tailored suit, right? If you can’t part
with certain pieces, put them in storage.
Currently there are many attempts at
creating inner-city loft apartments. If
you're thinking of buying, look out for well-
proportioned living areas and a space that
has a lived-in, worked-in feel. The space
should be unembellished and radiate
confidence and authenticity.
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