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/aha Hadid -
Pritzker Architecture Prize Winner 2004

Sally Arnold

For the tirst time in the history ot the
coveted Pritzker Architecture Prize, an
architect of the teminine gender takes
centre stage. Donated yearly since
1979 by the Pritzker family of Hyatt
Hotel fame, it has with predictable
regularity been awarded to members
of the star male architects’ fraternity.

Not so in the year 2004, Thomas J.
Pritzker, president of the Hyatt Founda-
tion, makes the following statement
about Zaha Hadid: . Although her body
of work is relatively small, she has
achieved great acclaim and her energy
and fdeas show even greater promise
for the future”. Winning a $100,000
grant. a certificate and a bronze medal,
Ms Hadid will be awarded the ultimate
in architectural prizes at a festive cere-
mony to be held on May 31 at the State
Hermitage Museum, Saint Petershurg.
An Imposing figure, given to dressing in
Isseyv Miyake's pleated robes and wear-
ing diamond rings, Zaha Hadid createsa
sensation whenever she appears on
campus to lecture aspiring students.

The energetic Ms Hadid was born in
Baghdad. Iraq, and raised in Lebanon
during the Fifties. Her subsequent move
to London enabled her to begin her
studies at the Architectural Association
in 1972, lecture there alongside Rem
Koolhaas (in whose office she subse-
quently worked) and become a British
citizen. Now 53 - the voungest ever
prize-winner -, with several acclaimed
new bulldings to her credit and guest
professorships at Columbia and Har-
vard Universities, she stands at a cutting
edge in more ways than one.

Zaha Hadid, of whom Lord
Rothschild, the Pritzker Prize jury chair-
mansays: .she has shifted the geometry
of buildings” has assiduously cultivated
a style of drawing (in conceptualising
constructed space) which sets her apart.
Fluid, sweeping, as dynamic as a scythe-
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stroke - these are just some of the words
one might use to describe her dramatic
approach.

Calligraphy or the art
of drawing

It is very much her own handwriting,
and a comparison with her native calll-
araphic style of Arabic script (from right
to left) is not entirely out of place.

An acclhimed painter with several
high-profile shows at major interna-
tional venues to her credit, Zaha Hadid
is capable of hyper-futuristic building
designs which modulate space in an
Jaccelerated” way. Her work experi-
ments with spatial quality.

The most common label attached to
Hadid's work has been . Deconstructiv-
ism”. In fact. ever since 1977. she has
taken pains to present herself as a rebel.
In the eves of her admirers, she is an
unylelding champion of uncompromis-
ing, knives-out modernism. And vet the
links to her cultural background by way
of its calligraphy cannot be overlooked.

For the recentlv completed Rosenihal
Center for Contemporary Artin Cincln-

natl (1997-2003), the circulation system
was organized as an _urban carpet”®,
flowing and wrapping itself around the
core of the structure, which {outwardly)
appears as a rather regular jigsaw puzzle
—1is, however, composed of polished and
undulating surfaces.

Hadid's office describes each project
with a mix of pragmatic and sci-fi con-
ceptual language: a banal parking area,
for example, is perceived as a grid of
.magnetic flelds®. This architectural
speak characterizes her manv vears
spent researching academic concerns. a
period during which very few of her
concepts were actually realized. It is
noticeable that specifically in Britain, no
buildings of permanence have been con-
structed.

The breakthrough came in 1983, with
a winning entry for The Peak Club,
Hong Kong. Parallel to her theoratical
and academic work. Zaha Hadid had
opened her own practice in 1977 - at the
age of twenty-seven - in London. _Zaha
Hadid Architects” has thus far been best
known for the Vitra Fire Stationin Weil
am Rhein (1988-89) - her only finished
building until five vears ago — and the
Tram Stationin Strasbourg,
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